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A Danish law that took effect August 1, 2018 bans the wearing of any garment in a public place that hides the 
face, unless it is for a recognized purpose. Five other European countries have passed legislation against full-
face coverings. Examining legal and feminist debates, this article highlights the fundamental conflict between 
religious rights and equality rights in Denmark that pertains as much to Lutheranism, Catholicism, and 
Judaism as it does to Islam. The burqa debates are superficial politics, as they are a displacement of an 
underlying conflict in the conditions of political life to a surface issue that affects an extremely tiny group. 
Both on the superficial and fundamental levels, it is not only women’s individual rights, but also the principles 
of gender equality and opposition to sexist oppression, which lose out.
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